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OUR VISION 
Care For the land  -  Care For the People  -  Go forward 

         Manaaki Whenua    -         Manaaki Tangata         -           Haere Whakamua 

 
 
Kia ora Koutou Vogeltown Whanau, 
 
Well here it is, the last newsletter for 2017 and what a year it has been! A huge thanks to everyone who 
has helped the school over the year - the list is too long to name everyone! 
 
Congratulations to all our students who have been involved in the productions this week, you have put 
on excellent musicals and represented the school with pride - well done whanau! A special mention and 
well done.  

 
This Friday, and then again next Monday night, we say goodbye to our Yr 6 students. Some of 
these students have been with us since they were 5 years old! This is always a sad occasion but 
also a celebration of their time at Vogeltown. I would like to wish them all a safe journey as they 
leave Vogeltown and go onto other shores. A special goodbye to those Yr 6 students and 
families who have finished their time at Vogeltown - ‘Haere Whakamua’ go forward! 

 
Over the summer break you may notice some property work happening at the senior school. We are 
in the process of sorting new drainage on our back field, modernising the toilets beside the bike sheds 
and putting new nails in the roof of the main classroom block. 
 
If you are using the school grounds (junior and senior) over the holidays, then please respect 
them. Also if you see anyone not respecting our grounds, then let us know. We encourage the 
community to use the school grounds over the holidays as this helps us with surveillance! 

 
To all students, parents/caregivers and whanau, have a great a great Christmas, a fantastic break 
and a happy new year. From the Vogeltown teaching team. 

 
REPORTS HOME 
Today you will be receiving your child’s report and class placement. This report is the 
summative report of the year. It will also have the class that your child (Yr 1 - 5) will be in 
for 2018. 
Our summative reports are an overview of the year in all areas, academic, cultural, 
sporting and the key competencies. In regards to National Standards, we have not 
focused our comments around these standards, however we still have and achievement 
grade in reading, writing and maths that is based on ‘Above’ (1), ‘At’ (2) ‘Working towards’ 
(3). These achievement grades are against where your child should be in regards their age 
and against the NZ curriculum. 
All the students will be visiting their new room and teacher on Friday after our assembly. 

 
VOGELTOWN PRODUCTION WEEK 2017 
A huge thanks to all the Vogeltown staff who have put in many hours to make the 
productions a success and the kids for their efforts and energy - you are all stars! 
We have videos of each production on our ‘youtube’ channel, however they are 
private. If you would like access to the videos please email Mr Ogle with your 
name, child’s name and email address so we can share it with you. 
jeremy.ogle@vogeltown.school.nz 

 



ERO REPORT 
We have just received our final ERO report from their visit from week 3 of this term and it reads very 
positively. The full report report can be found online in two weeks time on the ERO website, have a look 
when you can! 
 
 
VOGELTOWN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
A message from the Board of Trustees; 
Kia ora te kura o Huatoki  
It’s been another busy year for Vogeltown School and when we take time to reflect on what we have 
done, it doesn’t seem that there were enough hours in the day to get through it all! 

 
We love seeing all the whanau/ community events held throughout the year.  From picnics to the 
Funanza, sporting events to the fabulous productions held this week, Vogeltown adventures to school 
hangi sleepovers - the list is too long to mention here!  We are pleased to be able to offer these as 
part of our curriculum. 

 
Manaaki whenua, manaaki tangata -  caring for the people, caring for the land.  These are values and 
principles we, the Board of Trustees take very seriously in our role in governance and leadership. We 
have monitored closely the progress our students had made over the year, both academically and 
socially, with a desire to see our students continue to learn and grow in a safe environment.  We love 
seeing them push themselves beyond what they think they can do and we love the celebrations that 
follow. 

 
We have carefully monitored the finances of the school, and continued to improve the resources 
entrusted to our care.  This includes continued maintenance of our aging school buildings, supporting 
our teaching staff by employing teacher associates across the syndicates, supplying classroom and 
learning resources, and keeping playgrounds and playing areas safe.  We have a few projects lined up 
to do with the front of the senior school, but we’ll let you know more about that next year. Watch out 
for builders over the holidays catching up with some much needed upgrades to the senior toilet block 
as well as roofing projects.  

 
We highly value our amazing teachers who ensure the students in their care get the very best out of 
their learning time, while also balancing plenty of fun activities and social events in school time. We 
appreciate all that our support staff do to keep Vogeltown ticking over, often behind the 
scenes.  Most of all, we appreciate you, our school community and families, for 
the effort you put into your children’s learning, for being involved in extra 
activities (sports teams, road patrol etc), and for attending school whanau 
events. We understand the sacrifice it takes to be involved in your children’s 
activities. 

 
We hope you have a wonderful Christmas with family and friends and a great 
summer holiday. Create exciting adventures and make fantastic family 
memories, and we’ll see you all again rearing to go next year! 

 
From the Board of Trustees 

 
NINJA WARRIOR 
Vogeltown has their own Ninja Warrior - this is Mr Stirling and Mr Stirling has run a 
school version over the last 2 years. 
This year we had over 50 entries in stage 1, over 20 entries in stage 2 and a final of 5 
students. The finalists were: 
Asher Hales, Zeke Wiringi, Nala Singh, Kahduffi Wetini and Olivia Lowry. 
The overall Ninja Warrior for 2017 was: Kahduffi Wetini. 

 



ANNUAL VOGELTOWN HANGI 
A huge thanks to everyone who donated items, helped out or just came to eat at 
our Annual hangi last Friday! It was a great event and ran very smoothly! A big 
thanks to Mr Lancaster, Mrs Sleep  and the Home & School who worked behind 
the scenes to make this event the success it was! 
Well done to also the Year 6 students who stayed over on the Thursday night to 
help with prep and then got up at 4am to light the fire! Your behaviour and 
curiosity was amazing! 
 
GOODBYE MR LANCASTER 
It is with sadness that we say farewell to Mr Tom Lancaster who has been in Rm 13 for the last 
three years. Tom has taught 3 classes of Yr 3 and 4 students over his time at Vogeltown, and 
has had a lot of success doing so! 
Mr Lancaster is moving to Hawera and has taken a position at Tawhiti School. We will be having 
a farewell for Tom as part of our last assembly this Friday at 9am. 
The entire Vogeltown staff and community wish Tom and his wife Kylie, all the best for the 
future! 

 
SCHOOL GOAL - ‘CARE FOR THE PEOPLE’ 
With only 3 school days till the end of the term, we continue to work on our goal of ‘ending the year 
responsibly’. We do this by sticking to our school vision of ‘Manaaki Tangata’ - Caring for the people.  
It has been a very busy end to the term and the kids have been fantastic with their behaviour and sticking 
to our goal of ‘ending the year responsibly’ - Tu Meke Whanau! 

 
YEAR 6 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY EVENING 
Next Monday, the 18th of December, we will be having our Yr 6 Leavers’ 
assembly. This is a very special assembly held at night to celebrate the ‘end of an 
era’ at Vogeltown. All Yr 6 parents, caregivers and whanau are invited to share 
this evening with us. The night begins at 5.30pm where all Yr 6 students will be 
having shared kai with the senior teachers and then we will move into the hall at 
6pm when all whanau are invited to meet us for some photos, some speeches 
and reflection. Every Yr 6 student will have some part in the evening and every Yr 6 student will be 
receiving their leaving certificate and wrist band. It would be great to see all the Yr 6 students and 
whanau here for this evening. 

 
TERM 4 CALENDAR – Put all these dates in your diary or your phone!  
Remember to check the school calendar on our school website. We will put all updates on the school 
facebook page and the school website. 

14 December End of year summative reports home 
15 December Athletics – Middles and Seniors only - 11.30am 
15 December School lunches - Pita Pit 
18 December Yr 6 Leavers Assembly 7pm start 
19 December Last day of 2017 - f inish at 1pm 

 
Here is the calendar for the start of 2018 - put these dates in your diaries too: 

 

2018 CALENDAR 
31st January School begins for 2018 
6 February Waitangi Day 
7 February Meet the Teachers at the junior school 5.30pm 
7 February Vogeltown Whanau picnic 6pm (at the junior school) 
8 February Meet the Teachers (Middles) 
12 February Meet the Teachers (Seniors) 



13 February Vogeltown Adventure! 
13 February BOT mtg 6pm 
16 February Four Year Old Friday 

 
 
HOME AND SCHOOL 
Well, we come to another end of the school year. This year we have supported the school and our 
tamariki with many cool events. 
Funanza, raffles, dads and daughters, disco, interschool sports, mid winter swim, mathathon, garage sale, 
cross country, hangi, school calendars,  and lunch orders are just some of them. In total we have donated 
over $20,000 to the school. This amount has been shared out to cover costs such as new sports uniforms, 
buses to various school outings, Hiwi the Kiwi, Life education, junior school resources, new iPads, new PA 
system and more.  
Our biggest event is coming up in March next year - the school Funanza. This is a wonderful community 
event that we are proud to still be able to put together when many schools are stopping due to lack of 
help, as they are a "pretty big job". 
If you are in anyway able to help with donations or sponsorship, or have contacts that would like to 
support our funanza in anyway, we need all the help we can get before we start 
approaching people we don't know. If this is you let us know and I will provide you with 
a supporting letter to go with the donation or sponsorship. Just email me (Katy or 
Christine on vshomeandschool@gmail.com) and we can talk to you about it. We can 
offer free advertising on our Facebook page and in print to our school community, 
encouraging families to support these business. All help is greatly appreciated.  
In saying that we also need as many hands on deck to plan and make the day happen. 
If this is a way you can help, either let your child’s teacher know or myself and we will 
add you to our helpers list. It would be amazing to have more helpers. 
Also on that note, every year we have kids moving on to other schools and that means our ‘VS Home and 
School’ loses members and needs new members to jump in and be part of the support crew for our 
school. Everyone is welcome, we love having new people come along and meeting other families.  
We are having an end of year catch up at the New Plymouth Bowling Club (up the long drive on the 
corner of the Hori St/Up John St and Brooklands Rd roundabout) Thursday night from 5pm to 7.30pm. 
Come and have a roll up on the green and/or a drink and meet some of the crew. Should be a laugh. 
Bare feet or flat shoes pls. No children on the green but they welcome to watch from the seats at the 
side.  
Hope to see you there, or come meet us at the school BBQ at the beginning of next term. 
Have a great break everyone, stay safe and have fun.  
 
Thanks Whanau. Have a great holiday, spend lots of time with family and friends and be safe! 

Hei Konā,  
 

On behalf of the Vogeltown team, 
Jeremy Ogle - Principal 

 
 
  
  
 

 

 

 



 
  
  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers and Whanau 
 
Here’s a few photos that have come in from the term…  there is so much fun to be 
had being in a team.  Talk with your children over the summer about what sports 
they would like to be involved in next year, then keep an eye on the newsletter for 
details of registrations! 
Many thanks for getting your children involved in sports this year!  Vogeltowners 
have always had a high level of participation in sport and this year is no different. 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas, stay safe and make lots of great 
memories! 
 
UNIFORMS  We will be having a big uniform audit at the end of the year …please 
have a hunt for any uniforms you have at home AND return ALL uniforms by 
tomorrow. 
 
SPORTS FEES Please clear any sports fees by tomorrow. 
Internet banking details are …  Bank No. 153 955 0493446 00  
remember name & sport for reference please 
Netball Y1/2 =  $25                   Touch = $25                  Summer Soccer = $15  
Indoor Netball = $60 
 
COACH OF THE MONTH 
Our final award goes to … Paula Dost!  Paula has been coaching 2 indoor netball teams 
this season, and they players have had an awesome season.  Many thanks to “Team Dost” 
 
QUERIES to Margi Betteridge Phone 753 6843 or email margivogeltown@gmail.com 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 


