
 
VOGELTOWN SCHOOL NEWSLETTER NO 23 

WEEK FOUR TERM THREE   - 18th AUGUST  2016  
OUR VISION 

Care For the land  -  Care For the People  -  Go forward 
         Manaaki Whenua    -         Manaaki Tangata         -           Haere Whakamua 

OUR VALUES 
To support our students to make the best choices they can, to become confident learners with the courage to seek a 

better world and aspire to heights beyond the horizon 

 
 
 

Kia ora Vogeltown Whanau, 
Welcome to week 4! What a great week of weather we have had. I hope that you have all enjoyed watching 
the Olympics and are as proud as the Vogeltown whanau are of our athletes competing and winning some 
great medals! We have our whanau Olympic day on September 9th and we are looking forward to watching 
our kids compete in some ‘tabloid’ activities! 
Lots going on this week, so sit down to have a read! This week we have some Syndicate updates for you as 
well, enjoy. 

 
CHICKEN POX 
Chicken Pox has begun circulating at VS. We have had 5 cases in the junior school this week. Please look out 
for the signs of Chicken Pox and please keep them home if your son or daughter is infected. More info can be 
found at: http://www.kidshealth.org.nz/chickenpox 

 
CONGRATULATIONS!! 
A huge congratulations and well done to Mrs Caroline Irving and husband 
Blake who are pleased to announce that Caroline is pregnant! Well done Mrs 
Irving, the staff are looking forward to putting together a baby shower basket 
for you! I know the Rm 4 kids are going to be ecstatic with this news and now 
you don’t have to wear those big jackets Mrs Irving! 

 
PRINCIPAL AWARDS 
I love going to assemblies, we have so much fun and the classes that lead the 
assemblies have been awesome! Last week we had some great recepients of 
these Principal Awards – well done team: 
Taniora Chase, Shurkan Ahkuoi-Hotene, Ella-Jay Hermanns, Taylor Sooula, 
Flynn Scott, Charlotte Williamson, Jevana Dost, Cody Kindler, Josh Lonsdale, 
Toby Hunter, Jayla Thomas, Jacob Robinson, Jacob Ansell, Chloe Muir, 
Phoenix Johns, Ieuan Schwank, Rylan Ridings, Chloe Peterson, Hannah 
McIvoy, Lochie Burwell, Ya’akov Cohen, Elijah Boyd, Abbie Hayston, Tara 
O’Keefe, Keana Wood, Deacon Botha, Kade Liddall, Alyssa Lowry. 
 
TEACHERS UNION  
You may have read or seen in the news about the Government’s new initiative for 
funding of schools. They seem to be trying to bring in ‘Bulk funding’ under a new term ‘Global Funding’ which 
unfortunately has not worked in the past for schools. We think, until we see more details, that this will mean 
less money for schools, teachers and kids and of course this will have a huge impact on the education of your 
kids and all kids. 
On Monday 12 September the Primary teachers union, the NZEI and the Secondary teachers union, the PPTA 
have organised a meeting to discuss this. We are encouraging all of our teachers to go, but we will not be 
closing the school for this morning. However, there may be some minor changes at VS on this morning - we 
will provide more details soon about this. In the meantime you can be assured we will do everything we can to 
limit disruptions to the school days of any subsequent meetings. 

 
SCHOOL GOAL 
Our school goal is for the kids to ‘know their learning goals’. We are currently doing 
some of our formal testing and the results we gain from this testing will be 
compared with the results from Term 1 to see how our learning and teaching is 
developing, and how your child is progressing. Any areas that need addressing 
from these results will become a learning goal for the kids - so remember to ask 
your kids what they are focussing on in class. 



 
WHANAU CONSULTATION 
After our last whanau consultation in regard to school photos on google forms through Facebook, we have put 
another one on our Facebook page. This time it is around the idea of having ‘online lunches’ through the 
school. These lunches are paid for online, made at the Rumpus room and delivered to school. Please read the 
‘points to note’ on top of the survey before submitting. If you do not want to do this online, you can fill in the rip 
off section of the newsletter and bring it back to Mr O - one per whanau. 
The result from the photo consultation was that 83% of whanau wanted all 3 options for their kids. We have 
booked the photos for November 21st – lock it in. 

 
LEARNING CONFERENCES 
On Wednesday 14th September from 3.30 - 7.30pm and on Friday 16th 
September we have our learning conferences. We are after 100% turn out for 
these very important conferences. We will be going over your kid’s progress this 
year and providing you with the opportunity to discuss their progress and any 
other information regarding your child’s education and learning.  
We are again using the online portal for booking times to meet with your child’s 
teacher. If you can not get online, contact Chris in the office to organise a time 
for you. Here is the link and the codes - each code is for a different day. 
www.parentinterviews.co.nz 
Wednesday 14th night   3.30 - 7.30pm   Code: K2BPG 
Friday 16th day   9 - 4.00pm   Code: 99S7C 

 
TERM 3 CALENDAR – remember to check the school calendar on our school website.  

 

August: September: 

19 August LEAD conference 
23 August VS Cross Country 
26 August Whole School Assembly - R 11 
29 August Cycle Skills Rm 8 
30 August Cycle Skills Rm 10 
31 August Cycle Skills Rm 12 

2 September Four Year Old Friday 9.30 - 11.30am 
9 September Whanau Olympics Day 
9 September Whole School Assembly R1 and R6 
13 September Taranaki Primary Schools Cross Country 
13 September BOT Meeting 7pm 
14 September Learning Conferences 3.30 - 7.30pm 
14 September Choir - Music Festival practice 
15 September Taranaki Primary Schools Music Festival 
16 September - School closed - Learning Conferences and 
Goal Setting day 9am - 3pm 
22 September VS Variety Show 
23 September Whole School Assembly R 13 
23 September Last day of Term 3 2016. 

 
VS CROSS COUNTRY 
The kids have been training hard for this event and the recent spate of good weather 
has really helped with training. Thanks to the senior kids who have been training with 
the junior kids - great role models. 
A notice came home on Tuesday about our school Cross Country which is on 
Tuesday next week, 11.30 to 1pm approx.  We welcome all whanau to come along to 
this school event and run in the event too - every parent/caregiver who runs with their 
son/daughter earns an extra point for their child’s whanau!  
The Home and School will be offering ‘juicies’ at the end of the race, these will cost $1. 
The times are as follows (please note, times are approximate): 

10 & 11 yr olds (girls then boys)          3 laps                        11.40 
9 yr olds (girls then boys)                   3 laps                         12.00 
5 yr olds (boys and girls together)       1 lap                          12.20 
6 yr olds (boys and girls together)       1 lap                          12.30 
7 yr olds (boys and girls together)       2 laps                        12.40 
8 yr olds (boys and girls together)       2 laps              12.50 
 



VOGELTOWN ‘HOME AND SCHOOL’ 
ACHIEVEMENTS: The Home and School had a very successful meeting on 
Tuesday night. We passed no less than 3 motions to spend some of our 
generously raised funds. These include new sport jackets for sports teams that 
will also be used during other Vogeltown outings, new lining for the ‘outpost’ at 
the junior school and a new gazebo. Phew! Thank you to all who attended and 
to those who give their support in other ways.  
LUNCH ONLINE: Helen from Rumpus Room had a chat with us about Lunch 
Online. The Home and School would like feedback from the wider school 
community on this.  
UP-COMING EVENTS: The annual Vogeltown school garage sale is booked in for 
17 September. You are welcome to drop off any donations Friday 16 September. Next Home and School 
meeting we will start planning the 2017 Funanza! 
HOW YOU CAN HELP: If you would like to receive a copy of the Home and School meeting minutes,  or if 
you would like to help at any of our events. Please send us an email on vshomeandschool@gmail.com 

 

TE REO FOCUS 
This week we are focused on a couple of school commands - ‘Whiri o 
ringaringa’, which means  fold your arms and ‘Whiri o waewae’, which means 
fold your legs. These are great commands and we like to use these in assembly 
too. 

 
MR OGLE’S FRIENDLY REMINDERS 
- Please avoid giving knives to the kids in their lunchboxes to cut fruit. If the kids need 
to cut the fruit they can come to the offices to get them cut. 
- Crossing the road in front of the school - please use the pedestrian crossing, we have had a few families 
crossing down the hill on Huatoki, I would hate someone to get hurt. 

 
SYNDICATE UPDATES 
JUNIOR SYNDICATE 
The Olympics has been our topic focus for the first few weeks of this Term. 
The Junior children have just completed a Sport Taranaki run Let’s go Scooter programme over the last 
couple of days. 
All children participated in this very valuable experience, which covered skills in stopping, care when 
scootering on the footpath, safe ways of passing pedestrians and watching out for sneaky driveways. This is 
invaluable as many children scooter and are very vulnerable when out and about. 
All of the Junior Syndicate children have been running daily around the cross country course at the Senior 
School to build up their fitness levels and to familiarise them with the course. 
They will participate in the school cross country next Tuesday. If you are able to come along to support them 
that would be great. 
They can wear their whanau colours to support their whanau. If you are not sure what whanau your child is in 
don’t hesitate to ask your child’s classroom teacher. 
We are at present learning folk dances and will later in the Term perform these for you- more details about this 
will come later. 
Lee, Adrienne, Heather, Caroline, Jo, Lee, Katie, Debra, Linda, Margi, Clare, Louise and Andrea 

 
MIDDLE SYNDICATE 
The Middle syndicate have been busy doing running each morning before playtime to increase fitness and 
stamina for the upcoming Cross Country. We are proud of the effort and determination shown by our 
students. The fact that so many students have a change of clothes to assist with ease of movement shows 
their commitment. In addition we are continuing our daily singing and jump jam slots. 
Our first study this term is the Olympics. We have used technology to bring these games to the classroom 
and this has increased the student understanding and interest. In addition we have an Olympic rotation 
underway on Monday afternoons where we are sampling and learning the skills associated with discus, 
javelin, hurdles and shot put. 
Our next topic is music based and we are sure you will hear more about it when we begin! 
We look forward to seeing many of you to support and cheer for your child/children at the famous 
Vogeltown School Cross Country next Tuesday. Race details are included in the newsletter. 
 
Sheila, Linda, Laura, Tom, Raewyn, Dani, Sheryl and Andrea 

 



 
 

SENIOR SYNDICATE 
 

Kia Ora Whanau 
 
Term 3 Week 4 already.  Wow – have we been busy.  Interschool sport is all over for another year and we 
are already thinking about how we can improve for next year.  Some Year 4 and 5 children have been 
shoulder tapped for teams for next year.  We have our annual Carrington Cup/Shield fixture against Central 
School next Monday.  I hope we can retain the Trophy.  Good luck everyone. 
 
We are well into our topic this term.  We are enjoying learning about and watching The Olympic Games in 
Rio.  There have been some great results and also some heartbreakers with lots of Silver Medals and 
fourths.  We still have a chance at a few more medals.  Go New Zealand!  Ask your children what they now 
know about the Olympics.  They were only 5 or 6 years old last time the Olympic Games were on. 
 
Once our Olympic topic is finished we are moving on to Folk Dancing and we will let you know when we are 
having a parent evening for us to demonstrate what moves we have learnt. 
 
The Cycle skills programme running in the Senior School has been very successful.  Children are gaining 
confidence in their ability and also learning and practising essential road skills.  Each class has one session 
left which will be out on the roads around Vogeltown.  Thanks to Selwyn and his crew for teaching us. 
 
Cross Country training is well underway and Ollie for Athletics Taranaki has been helping train our children 
on Mondays.  He has given the children lots of great tips about running and they will be ready to go next 
Tuesday at our Vogeltown School Cross Country Championships.  This year we have tweaked the track to 
make it safer to use the toilets and so that people don’t get in the way of the runners.  Come along and 
support your Whanau and bring your running gear. 
 
We are completing Assessments at the moment getting ready for Learning Conferences.  Please make an 
appointment to see your child’s teacher.  It is a great opportunity to find out how your child is progressing.  
We would love to see every parent. 
 
That’s it for now. 
 
Ka Kite 
Mike, Rachel, Nathan and Josh 

 
 

 
Go the All Blacks for this weekends Bledisloe Cup match! Mr George has raised 
the All Blacks flag in support of our national team! 

 
Hei Konā, 
On behalf of the Vogeltown team,  
Jeremy Ogle - Principal 
 
COMMUNITY 
Big Jims Garden Centre Fantasy Garden – A  competit ion open to al l  children to create a miniature 
garden using their creativity and imagination. All  details and entry form can be printed from website 
www.bigjims.co.nz  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Online lunches - Whanau consultation 
At our recent Home and School meeting we had Helen from the Rumpus room talk to us about the lunch 
online system they provide for schools. We have decided to survey the VS community to see if this is 
something you would like for the kids at Vogeltown? 
There are a few points to consider before submitting a response: 
1) The cost of the lunches - see an example of an online menu from Central School at 
https://orders.lunchonline.co.nz/Accounts/ReportOrganisationMenu?organisationid=235 
2) Kids receiving these lunches in class - peer pressure 
3) Access to the internet for some families 
4) Could this potentially 'kill off' Home and School lunch fundraisers 

 
Please fill in this ‘tear off’ form and return to Mr O before September 2nd. 
 
 
 

 
ONLINE LUNCHES SURVEY - TEAR OFF SLIP 

 
 
 
 
I would like the option of having online lunches offered at Vogeltown School (tick box:)   

 
 
I would not like the option of having online lunches offered at Vogeltown School (tick box:) 

 
 
Return this ‘tear off’ to Mr O, thanks. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
	

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
                    

 
 
 

= VS SPORTS NEWS = 
Week 4 - TERM 3 

 
Kia ora whanau…  
Touch Rugby!  Registrations will be out tomorrow! We have to decided we want to 
play at Devon on Mondays, thanks for all the feedback! 
  
COMING UP SOON… Y1 & 2 NETBALL! 
This was hugely successful last year and we’d love too see a couple of teams this 
year.  Games are at the TSB stadium on Wednesdays after school. Registrations 
out next week so talk with your children about being involved… boys AND girls 
can play! Starts 12th October! 
 
CRICKET REMINDER… If you were in a cricket team in Term 1 your season goes 
ALL year now - so you are still registered for Term 4! 
 
INDOOR NETBALL – Y3-6 - starts 9th Sept til 16th Dec - $60 Fridays @ Action 
Indoor – still looking for a couple more players…please contact Whaea Margi asap! 
 
COACH OF THE MONTH – Vote for your coach of the month by emailing Margi 
at the address below.  The coach will receive a FREE coffee and cake from 

“Baked on Carrington”. 
 
BASKETBALL 
VS CARRINGTONS MON 22nd Aug 4.40 
MINIBALL 
VS DRAKES   WED 24th Aug 3.30 
VS HUATOKIS  WED 24th Aug 4.20 
 
QUERIES…  If you have any sports queries please talk or email Margi Betteridge.     Margi is 
in the Junior School Office everyday from 8.30am.  Phone 753 6843 or email 
teacheraide@vogeltown.school.nz  
 
SPORTS FEES – please send in all outstanding sports fees asap 
Basketball $45 - Miniball $30  - Indoor Net $60  - Netball $30 
Please pay at the office or internet banking. Please state your name & sport for reference.  
Bank No.153 955 0493446 00.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


