
 
VOGELTOWN SCHOOL NEWSLETTER NO 15 

WEEK FIVE TERM TWO 2016  -  2nd JUNE 2016 
   

OUR VISION 
Care For the land  -  Care For the People  -  Go forward 

         Manaaki Whenua    -         Manaaki Tangata         -           Haere Whakamua 
OUR VALUES 

To support our students to make the best choices they can, to become confident learners with the courage 
to seek a better world and aspire to heights beyond the horizon  

 
Kia Ora Vogeltown Whanau or ‘Afio Mai’ that is welcome in Samoan as this is ‘Celebrate Samoan week’. 
What a quick and cold week this week has been, winter is certainly here!  
We have had lots of awesome achievements and involvement by the Vogeltown students this week. We 
have had netball games on Sunday, Jump Jam on Saturday night, Sports exchange yesterday, Rm 9 in the 
domain yesterday and lots of tournaments happening this long weekend, oh and some learning in class too! 
 
SCHOOL GOAL 
Well done to all classes and students for doing an awesome job with the 
corridors. Winning rooms for the week will be announced at assembly 
tomorrow: 
‘LOOK AFTER OUR SCHOOL,  MANĀKI WHENUA - CARE FOR THE LAND’ 

 
OUR LOCAL FLORA 

This week we look at Room 5’s tree the ‘Titoki’.  Mrs Harold claims that Rm 5 have 
this tree because it is widely known as the ‘most attractive specimen of trees in our 
native forests’. It certainly is a nice looking tree with shiny leaves and round red fruit 
– in fact the fruit was used as oil a long time ago. See the photo of  the fruit: 
Well done to the 3 students who correctly guessed where last weeks tree, the 
Kahikatea, was in the school – over beside the school pool. 
Who will get the prize for finding this weeks tree? See Mr O if you know. 
 
OAKURA SPORTS EXCHANGE  
We had a great sports exchange yesterday against Oakura at Oakura. The kids 
represented Vogeltown with pride. Here are the captains reflections on their games: 
Rugby 
Oakura dominated the first half but Vogeltown stayed positive. In the second half Vogeltown put some 
points on Oakura and it was a much better half. We are looking forward to facing Spotswood. 
Riley Parker, Coen Jurd. 
Basketball 
Vogeltown versed Oakura School yesterday. In the first half  we got smashed, but in the second half we 
got a few more points from Jessica and myself. It was a good day and everyone enjoyed themselves. 
Tamika Richardson 
Netball 5/6 

Vogeltown School played Oakura. We put a lot of effort into the 
game but it wasn’t enough to get us through. Everyone tried hard 
and the afternoon tea was awesome! 
Year 6 Netball 
Yesterday the netball A team played Oakura. It was a tough but very 
close game. The score was 10-11 to Oakura. It was a great day. A 
big thank you to Oakura for hosting us. 



Pearl Lauderdale-Smith 

Football 
Yesterday we played Oakura. The first half was a fair tough half and ended 1-0 to Oakura. In the second 
half Vogeltown struck back with a penalty and levelled the score. Oakura wouldn’t have it and scored a 
screamer in the top corner leaving the game at 2-1 Oakura. Dylan Lonsdale had a great run a placed a 
great shot in the bottom corner which ended the game 2-2. Thank you to Oakura for hosting us. 
Ieaun Schwank, Fynn Hedley 
 
DADS AND LADS 
The annual Dads and Lads is coming up on 16 June. Starting at 7:30 (on the dot) and finishing at 8.30am. 
We would like to get every single boy at school to come along with their Dad, or a significant other adult 
male (granddad, uncle, cousin).    
We also have access to a whole heap of spare men on the day for those boys who are unable to rustle up 
a male, including local police, teachers, and possibly some special guest men. 
We will be having a breakfast, a quiz and then some activities. To all Dads it is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend time with your son/grandson/nephew etc. 
A form will come home with the boys next week, please fill this in and send back by Friday. 
 
HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS 
ACHIEVEMENT: Thank you to all our helpers with counting and 
collating lunch orders on Wednesday. 
GOAL: Working with the future in mind. It's lovely seeing new 
faces. 
HOW YOU CAN HELP: Friday morning we are making lunches. :-) We 
would appreciate any help from 11am in Hall kitchen.  
There is a Home and School meeting this coming Tuesday, 7pm in the senior staffroom. 

 
TERM 2 CALENDAR – remember to check the school calendar on our website. 
3 June BOT Elections – Election day. Poll closes at noon 
3 June Pie Lunch (Home and School) 
6 June Queen’s Birthday- school is closed 
9 June Arbor Day 
10 June 4 Year Old Friday 
16 June Dads and Lads Breakfast 
16 June Interschool vs Spotswood 
17 June Mid-Winter Swim 
17 June Hell Pizza lunch (Home and School) 
24 June 4 Year Old Friday 
24 June ‘Vogeltowner Assembly’ 
30 June School Disco night 
1 July Hot Dog lunch (Home and School) 
5 – 8 July AWE water safety lessons (Yr 6’s) 
8 July Last day of Term 2. 

 
THANKS WHANAU! 
Well, Vogeltowners you have done it again!! 
Amazingly the total for the Spellathon has touched a new high. 
We have banked so far $7,609.20.  Yahoo! 
Thank you so much for all of your effort. The spelling has improved which is wonderful… being able to 
read new words has improved reading too! What a bonus! 
 

TERM 3 2016 
25 July – 23 September 
 
TERM 4 2016 
10 October – 15 December 



A big thanks also to our school choreographer, Mrs Seed, who put together a wonderful ‘Jump Jam’ dance 
for our school. The kids perfromed it at the Basketball on Saturday night and won the ‘dance off’. We now 
get to have a disco run by ‘D-Man entertainment’. Thanks kids and Mrs Seed, Tu Meke! 
 
GREAT VS KIDS WORK: 
My First Goal. 
On Saturday morning I had to wake up early to go to my netball tournament. 
I knew I had to go but I really didn’t want too. I was too tired. Anyway, I had 
to go I had no choice so I got ready and off I went to the netball court with 
my dad. 
 
First half of the game wasn’t so great. We just couldn’t find space to get 
away from our partners. Second half I was GS. I was quite nervous because I 
am not a great shooter but there was no way to get out of it.  
 
I took a big breath and stood by my partner. Soon the ball came to me. I quickly 
got it before any one else could. I turned around and looked at the hoop. Tayan was shouting at me. 
Here ”Matilde! HERE!” but I decided to try it. I actually wasn’t sure. I wasn’t really close to the hoop and I 
was surrounded by hands. But nothing could stop me now. So I pushed hard and guess what……… 
I made it. My first ever goal! I couldn’t believe it! I smiled at Dad. He smiled at me. My partner looked at 
me like it wasn’t a big deal. But it was because it was my first goal in the whole wide world. We lost 11-3 
but I was still so proud. 
 
By Matilde 
 
5 YEAR OLDS BEGINNING AT VOGELTOWN 
If you know of any families who are thinking of enrolling their kids at Vogeltown 
this year or next, could you please get them to contact the school office for an 
enrolment pack and/or to have a chat with me. This will help the school with 
planning for the rest of this year and into 2017. As a school we are committed to 
making sure our class sizes are not too big, so the more we know about 
enrolments the more we can adjust our classes.  
We have two more ‘Four year old Fridays’ happening this term, the dates are: 10th 
June and 24th June. 

 
MR O’s FRIENDLY REMINDERS 
• THANKS – A big thanks to everyone who has been parking respectfully in front of 

the school! We had our community constable here on Monday night and we really 
impressed, so thanks whanau! 

• REMINDER: Voting for the Vogeltown Board of Trustees close at noon tomorrow. 
Get your votes to the junior or senior school office. 

• REMINDER: School is closed this coming Monday (6th June) for Queen’s Birthday 
weekend. 

• MEASLES ALERT – The Waikato and Horowhenua regions have been hit by the Measles. 
At the moment the Taranaki region has not been hit as hard. A child attending school while they are infectious with 
measles could spread the disease to other students and teachers who are not immune. Measles can be a very 
serious disease. Our school maintains an Immunisation Register to help identify children at risk during an outbreak. 
If we do not have up-to-date information for your child then could you please email the office.  

• SYMPTONS of measles can include fever, runny nose, and sore watery red eyes that last for several days before a 
red blotchy rash appears. Anyone with these symptoms should call ahead before visiting their family doctor, after 
hours’ clinic or emergency department so steps can be taken to reduce the risk of infecting others in the waiting 
room.  



• SAMOAN LANGUAGE WEEK: Samoan Language Week runs until Saturday 4 June. This will be the 11th year 
Samoan Language Week has been celebrated in New Zeland. This year’s theme is: ‘E felelei manu ae ma’au i o 
latou ofaga’ – ‘Birds migrate to environments where they survive and thrive’. The theme uses a Samoan proverb 
to symbolise the migration journey of Samoans to New Zealand.  

• Room 11 has Creative time on Friday mornings. As part of this we have woodwork and there are many interesting 
creations that come to life. We have so many budding builders that sharing hammers and saws too much slows 
down the creative flow. If you have a spare small hammer or short saw that you would like to donate to the class 
please send along to the school office or drop off in room 11.  

• LOST PROPERTY: Mount Vogeltown is growing! Please pop in and see if you recognize any of the jackets, 
sweatshirts, hand knitted jerseys, gloves and beanies etc. 

 
Thanks Whanau. Enjoy the long weekend. If you are going away, have a good break and drive safe. 
Whatever you do, have fun with your whanau. 
 
Ka Kite ano,  
Jeremy Ogle – Principal 

 
SYNDICATE UPDATES: 
 
Junior Syndicate  
 
The Junior syndicate children are enjoying their Inside Me topic activities. 
Visiting Harold in the Life Education mobile classroom was a highlight of last week for the children who 
just love visiting Harold and participating in all of the great learning activities offered. 
On Monday of this week all of the Junior classes were involved in their first of 5 half hour sessions in the 
Skills 4 life programme run by Manuel and Rob from Sport taranaki- the children will be involved in some 
fun activities aimed at developing some Phys Ed skills. 
Well done to all of the Junior children who worked hard to learn their  
spellathon words and collect their donation money to bring to school - you are stars!!! 
We have another 4 year old Friday organised for next Friday 10th June - if you are keen to bring your child 
along please leave a message at the school office so that we have an indication of how many children will 
be attending. 
The Junior School is looking fantastic after its repaint both inside and out. 
Mrs Newland, Mrs Treadway, Mrs Oliver, Mrs Harold and Mrs Irving 
 
Middle Syndicate   
 
The Middle syndicate loved their visits to see Harold and Megan in the Life Education mobile classroom. 
Loads of learning took place in that setting and linked in with the current classroom topic learning about 
‘Inside of Me’. Almost all of the money has been paid for Harold, however, if your child has still to pay, 
please send it along! 
 
On four mornings each week the syndicate gathers for either Jump Jam or singing. The students are 
really focused at this time and their singing, fitness and co-ordination is improving each week. 
Wonderful!!! 

 
           On Monday afternoons we have our Syndicate-wide sports rotation. Amazingly we have managed to get 

outside each week so far! The skill level in a range of sports and movements has improved and the 
sportsmanship shown by all participants is terrific. Yahoo!! 

 
           The total from the 2016 Spellathon was certainly boosted by the effort put in by this syndicate. Lots of 

students sought sponsorship, learned those lists and dazzled their whanau and teachers with great results! 



Thank you for all of your support at home. You may have heard about (or seen the photos) of the special 
guest at the Spellathon assembly…... yes it was Harold, with Megan to keep him company! 

 
          Last Friday we held a ‘walk around assembly’. This is a time where we all squeeze into each classroom 
          from our syndicate. Students from that room explain what the class has been learning and refer our  
          attention to the evidence of that learning. In classrooms and corridors we can see the topics that have 
          been covered, the change in learning from the start compared to the end of a topic, and see a variety  
          of subject areas. We were all impressed and invite you to do the same if you have a spare moment.  
          Pop along and your child can host you and other whanau members around. 
          Our doors are always open, pop on in and catch up, we’d love to see you! 
           
          Sheila, Linda, Laura, Tom, Raewyn, Dani and Sheryl 

	
Senior Syndicate  
 
A huge welcome to our student teacher Mrs Barbara O’Keeffe who is currently teaching in Room14. 
Mrs O’Keeffe is in her last year at Waikato University and will be with us till the end of term 2.  
 
Well done to all the students who participated in the Interschool against Oakura yesterday. It was  
the first time we have taken a chess team along to join in. It is always great day when the children  
play fair and have a good attitude. Our next interschool is on the 16th June against Spotswood.  
 
We are well into our topic this term. We have had lots of fun hands on activities  happening 
 throughout the senior syndicate. It has been a busy few weeks with the Life Education Trust 
 visiting. This has been another successful learning experience for all the children. The senior  
team focused on our body systems which involved learning about the circulatory, nervous,  
digestive and respiratory systems and other aspects of the body, such as vital organs. The aim  
was to create a sense of wonder and amazement at the complexity of our bodies. 
 
Sports Taranaki have just finished their ‘Skills 4 Life’ programme. The children learnt about how 
 to make decisions when working within a team. They have also learnt a lot about attack and defense. 
 
Thank you to all parent / caregivers who have supported the Spellathon fundraiser. It has 
 been extremely successful this year. If your child has not yet returned their money can you please  
get it into us as soon as possible. 
 
Towards the end of the term we are sending the Year 6 children to the Aquatic Centre for AWE  
water safety. This is a great programme, which gives the children experience in deep water  
and teaches them excellent survival skills. 
 
Some dates of interest over the next few weeks: 

• Teachers versus Senior A Netball team June the 10th (Lunchtime) 
• Year 6 girls talk 15th June 
• Hockey 15th June  
• Dads and Lads Thursday 16th June 
• Interschool Spotswood Thursday 16th June 
• Mid Winter Swim on Friday the 17th June.  
• Water safety 21st June 
• AWE Swimming 5th – 8th July 

 
Rachel, Barbara, Mike, Nathan and Josh 



 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
 

MICK CURRY FOOTBALL SCHOOL 
We are very lucky to have a link with Mick Curry who is a fantastic football coach! Mick is offering only 3 
schools in New Plymouth the opportunity to be part of his ‘Coaching School’. 
This coaching will happen on Thursday nights here at Vogeltown. 
 
GIRLS FOOTBALL 
Central Football are starting a girls only football league for girls aged  U10 – U 13 
(Yr 5 – Yr 8).  
It is an 8 week programme coached by Central football national women players.  
It is going to be held at Highlands Intermediate School on Wednesdays from 15th June – 6th July, then 
Wednesdays from 27 July – 17 August at 3.30 – 5.30pm. See Mr O if you are interested. 

 
MUSIQHUB 
 
Hi everyone!   
I am pleased to be offering guitar, ukulele, piano and bass guitar lessons at Vogeltown School. I have been 
playing music for 14 years, and working with young people as a youth worker and educator for 10 years. I will 
be teaching everything a young rockstar needs to know from strumming chords through to music reading, 
picking, performing and jamming with other musicians. Lessons will be available for all levels of eperience 
and skill from beginners to seasoned players. I think of musicality as a form of intelligence enriching 
everybodys live, and our NZ written curriculum delivers this perfectly on primary school level to 3,000 
students across NZ! MusiqHub gives you access to online lessons & resources, discounts at your local music 
store and much more! Once I have an idea of how many students are interested, I will be offering a range of 
lesson times. Register your interest through this website 
http://www.musiqhub.co.nz/teacher/29952/Peter_Heard, and you can contact me on 027 431 3544 or at 
peter.heard@musiqhub.co.nz for additional info and pricing. I look forward to starting the music adventure 
with your child. Cheers, Peter Heard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

= VOGELTOWN SPORTS NEWS = 
Week 5 - TERM 2 

 
Hi folks… winter really has hit this week so it’s a good time to remember that 
we need to take an extra warm clothes to games for afterwards! Stay warm out 
there!  
 
We also need to remember that all sporting codes expect positive behaviour on 
the sidelines… please be encouraging of the children, and officials.  Sport is 
great for making new friends and learning new skills… lets show New Plymouth 
our great sportsmanship at V.S! 
 
INDOOR NETBALL   Friday    You are in the FINALS!!! 

Semi-final 5.15pm      then if you win…. Final 5.40pm  Good luck! 
 
BASKETBALL – TSB Stadium 
Y5/6 V.S Carrington’s  June 6  No Games 
 
MINIBALL – TSB Stadium  
Y1/2 V.S Drakes    June 8 3.30 Court 1 
Y3/4 V.S Huatoki’s   June 8 4.20 Court 2 

 
NETBALL – netballtaranaki.org.nz   Waiwhakaiho Netball Courts 

Team Date Court Time 
Y6 Kauri Tuesday 7th June 2 3.40 

Y5/6 Totara Tuesday 7th June 2 4.25 
Y3/4 Rata Thursday 9th June 6 4.45 
 

COACH OF THE MONTH – vote now at the email address below! 

SPORTS FEES – due now please 
Basketball $45  Miniball $30  Y5/6 Netball $35  Y3/4 Netball $25 
Please pay at the office or internet banking. Please state your name & sport for 
reference.  Bank No.153 955 0493446 00.  If you need to arrange a payment plan 
please contact us. 

 
QUERIES…  If you have any sports queries please talk or email Margi Betteridge.     
Margi is in the Junior School Office everyday from 8.30am.  Phone 753 6843 or 
email teacheraide@vogeltown.school.nz 

 


